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Belorussians, 60 Minutes , and the GAO’s Second Investigation (U) 



The news exploded in the national headlines in May 1982. A CBS 60 Minutes 
television report appeared to offer conclusive evidence that the Central Intelligence 
Agency and other US Government agencies, including the Army, the State Department, 
and the FBI, had employed Nazi war criminals and brought them to the United States 
after the war. These same agencies, according to the broadcast, also covered up their role 
in dealing with Nazi war criminals during the General Accounting Office investigation 
from 1977 to 1978. The 60 Minutes segment, “The Nazi Connection,” aired on national 
television on 16 May 1982 and ignited a firestorm. (U) 

John Loftus devoted his brief career in the Office of Special Investigations to 
pursuing theories involving American intelligence and Eastern European collaborators. 
He joined OSI in 1979 and focused on the relationship between a particular faction of 
Nazi collaborators, those from Belorussia, or White Russia, and their presence in the 
United States in the years after the war. In a five-page letter to OGC’s Cl C3 

the CIA liaison to the Office of Special Investigations, Loftus outlined his knowledge of 



the Nazi “Belarus” unit and its members. 1 (S) 
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1 John J. Loftus, OSI to . CL J OGC, “Nazi War Crimes Investigation-BELARUS 

File,” 3 1 July 1 979, (S), in OGC Records, C 3 Box 1 , Folder 1 0, CIA ARC. (S) 
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Loftus’s July 1979 letter served as the basis for his actions over the next few 
years. In his correspondence with C T1 Loftus requested access to CIA records to 
determine the validity of his three hypotheses. His “best case hypothesis,” as Loftus 
described it, would reveal that “no Belarus conspiracy” existed and that the Office of 
Strategic Services had no connection with the White Russian collaborators either during 
or after the war. In this case, Loftus believed that the fact that Emanuel Jasiuk, one of the 
key Belorussian figures, had provided intelligence to the United States after the war 
would be simply coincidental. Consequently, prosecution of the Belorussian 
collaborators in the United States would be relatively straightforward and not involve 
national security interests. 2 (S) 

On the other hand, Loftus’s two other hypotheses involved significant ties among 
the Belorussians, their Nazi supporters, and the United States Government. His “worst 
case hypothesis,” in fact, projected that the [existence of the] Belarus net had existed with 
the help of OSS. In order to ascertain the depth of American involvement, Loftus 
requested a search through CIA records for a number of individuals and groups, including 
Jasiuk, John Awdziej, Radislaw Ostrowsky, Frank Kushel, George Sabolewski, John 
Kosiaik, and Dr. Nicholas Scors. All of these men had belonged to the White Russian 
Council and later immigrated to the United States. 3 (S) 

The Loftus letter prompted 0 SJto search through Agency components for 
information on the various names and organizations-the first of many searches that CIA 

2 Ibid. (S) 
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